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FEATURE

“The very best”-- a few short words with a huge meaning. That’s our goal at Aspen 
Home Improvement. We never tried to be anything else. Aspen Home Improvement 
has just recently been awarded the exclusive dealership of the world’s most 
advanced energy-effi cient window, the Starmark.

Established 20 years ago, Aspen has built a solid foundation and an extensive 
customer base. We specialize in external products for your home—windows, siding, 
doors, roofi ng, decks, sunrooms, soffi t, facia, and gutters. 

Our installers are not “Jack of all trades” but Certifi ed Master Installers. Aspen 
prides itself on protecting the environment so much so that we have put in years of 
research, now being able to provide you with the “greenest window on the planet.” 
Aspen Home Improvement is home of the #1 nationally-rated energy-effi cient 
window. A bold statement, but it’s true. 

We are a family-owned company you can trust—our non pro-rata warranty applies 
not only while you own the home but for subsequent owners as well. Should 
you experience accidental damage to your Aspen windows? No problem, Aspen 
products and labor are covered for life. 
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SS o you have a wonderful home but 
you want more room? You have 
a wonderful view but can only sit 
out and watch it in the summer? 

Or, are you dreaming about that won-
derful room in the garden you have 
always wanted?

Conservatory, sunroom, garden room, 
sun lounge, whatever you prefer to call 
it, there is something enduringly relax-
ing about sitting in a room made with 
glass and enjoying the warmth from 
the sun. For this article let’s call it a 
conservatory.

A new conservatory can also free up 
an existing room in the house so that 
in turn can be turned into another bed-
room, offi ce, dining room, etc.

Many times customers decide against 
a conservatory because it sounds so 
daunting, or they have heard of horror 
stories from others who have had a 
bad experience; but it really can be a 
wonderful addition to your home if it is 
managed right.

BEFORE

1) First, (and this can be the most 
costly both initially and in the long run) 
as I am sure you have heard before, 
carefully pick a contractor you feel 
absolutely comfortable with. With the 
new licensing in PA, all contractors 
have to be registered with the Attorney 
General. My advice--ask to see the 
contractor’s registration info and ONLY 
work with the ones who are registered. 
Remember, if they are sub-contractors 
to the company, they will be registered 
separately. Only employees are cov-
ered under the company’s registration.

2) Do not deal with companies that do 
guesstimates. When creating your con-
servatory there are so many variables 
that need to be taken into account, 
such as size, style, survey results, posi-
tioning and planning permissions, that 
it would be impossible to quote you ac-
curately without visiting your home.

So because your needs and the speci-
fi cations of your home are unique, your 

price will be too. Many conservatory 
manufacturers quote approximate 
prices which can change drastically 
further down the line. Work with a com-
pany who prefers to fully understand 
your requirements and the proposed 
site before quoting a price. That way 
they can give you a considered quote 
so you are sure of the conservatory you 
want and the value of the price you’re 
paying is clear.

Before you can begin to get exact pric-
ing, you need to really sit down and 
think what you hope to gain from this 
room. This decision will help you justify 
your expenses. What is the point of 
spending thousands of dollars on a 
room you only want to use at Christ-
mas?

3) Not all sunrooms require expensive, 
involved, detailed drawings. If you have 
an existing screened in room and you 
are only adding windows, or if you have 
a deck or concrete pad there, and an 

existing roof, you can have it enclosed 
with windows—you don’t need full de-
tailed drawings.

4) Work with your local municipality 
and building inspector. Many times 
customers think they are not on the 
customer’s side…but they are! They 
are looking out for you in the long term. 
Contractors who freely work with the 
inspectors know the basic rules and 
don’t hide anything. We have found in 
the past that people who don’t work 
with, or do not inform the inspectors of 
their projects usually have a neighbor 
who is only too ready to make the mu-
nicipality aware of the work that is go-
ing on. Then you can have some major 

problems. Inspectors can put a halt to 
the job until it is brought up to code or 
indeed have things taken down to do 
inspections…a cost that can double 
a project if not caught until the last 
minute!

5) Work with a design that will fi t right 
in with your home’s architecture. 



BEFORE

When you fi rst walk in, it needs to feel it be-
longed there. It needs to feel right. A good sun-
room will look like it’s always been there when 
it’s fi nished. Each one of our conservatory de-
signs is tailor-made to be the perfect addition 
to your home—adding both space and value.

6) A conservatory can be a year-round room 
with heating and air conditioning, and the tem-
perature should be the same as your home. 
Not just a summer house, it should be a room 
for all seasons. 

Take care to invest wisely on windows 
because they will probably cover a ma-
jor area and it won’t matter what type 
of insulation you put in the knee wall or 
ceiling, the cold and excessive heat will 
make the room unbearable. Keeping 
this room hot is usually not a problem. 
Keeping it cool in summer is. Use a 
window that has a similar U-Factor as a 
solid wall but obviously something you 
can see through. The “Starmark” win-
dow is excellent for this application. 

As far as window designs go, it depends 
on the designs you like. Casements 
and sliding windows will give you more 
glass area than double hung’s. 

The position of French/
sliding, or patio doors is 
dependent upon the de-
sign of the conservatory. 
Doors positioned to the 
front of the conservatory 
work very well especially 
when fully open on a sun-
ny day when the lawn has 
just been cut. However, 
you may wish to consider 
doors to the side of the 
conservatory allowing fur-
niture to be placed around 
the front of the conserva-

tory, therefore giving access to the side 
path or patio… the choice is yours.

7) The cost of all conservatories will 
be dependent upon size, design and 
material. What type of conservatory? 
Whatever you choose, purchase the 
best quality that you can afford as it 
will serve you well over the years that 
you own it. In other words, you pay for 
what you get.

8) When you have decided on your 
contractor and the project begins, stay 
involved with the project. The secret 
to a good conservatory is to enjoy the 
production of it. The initial stage will 
be the biggest challenge especially if 
you’re starting from scratch, and/or 
the weather is uncooperative. Keep 
positive…it will all come together. 

9) There are lots of ways to keep the 
costs down, and there are lots of 
things that will keep the INITIAL costs 

down—two totally different things.

Be careful about the building prod-
ucts you use. Don’t put in low-grade 
windows. Initially the cost will be 
low but you will waste money on 
fuel bills in the long run. Have elec-
tric wired during the project as op-
posed to after. Remember any out-
side lights and receptacles; bring-
ing electricians in at this stage is 
so much more cost effi cient. If you 
want to keep costs down, have the 
wiring run and pick less expensive 
fi xtures for now. Or do your own 
trim work and painting.

BEFORE

10) Inform your contractor of any changes you 
want to make as soon as you decide. Waiting 
could cost you more money. Keep track of any 
changes and ask for a change or addition order, 
especially if there will be a charge or refund in-
volved. This will keep both you and your contrac-
tor on track and will eliminate any surprises at 
completion.  

In conclusion, whether you’re looking to increase 
your living space or wanting to enjoy your gor-
geous garden view all year round, let us help you 
pick the perfect conservatory.
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