rasiions 1 d1sns81) Ussiyl

his kitchen addition like many others, started with
a desire to improve the ability to gather and enter-
tain within the kitchen itself. When indoors, most
people in this day and age spend the majority of their
time with family and friends, in their kitchens. While this
is a natural culmination of our busy lives, the need to take
advantage of every opportunity to spend time together as
families, and our love for food, drink and friends, for many
homeowners the kitchen isn’t always the ideal space to enjoy
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these moments. That is unless the kitchen is designed with
just these things in mind. Even in homes built within the last
few decades, the kitchen has been generally undersized in
relation to other rooms in the house that are used far less.
From a design point of view, the kitchen has been mostly
relegated to a utilitarian space meant for preparing and stor-
ing food, not gathering and entertaining with even average
sized groups of people. Some of these design conventions

in homes are dictated by economics and the extra cost that

adding square footage to a kitchen imposes on the overall
cost of the home. After all, kitchen space isn’t an empty shell
comprised mainly of flooring and paint. Every square foot of
kitchen space carries costs far above any other room in the
home. Cabinets, appliances, countertops, additional lighting,
all carry costs greater than the average footage. In addition,
consumer perception of what rooms a house should include
in order to be considered a quality home, force architects to
manage the overall square footage to accommodate these

FEATUR

6 Rg e

Kitchen
Encounters

Kitchen & Bath Design Center

iy Remodeling Servi Specialty Hardwood Flooring |

2603 Lititz Pike, Lancaster

717.509.4679

www.lancasterkitchens.net

Kitchen Encounters is a full-service kitchen and bath
dealer with experienced designers and a skilled team
of installers and sub-contractors. Our promise is to
clearly and honestly communicate project schedules
and production status, during the entire construction
process. Our highly organized team works closely
together from the initial design consultation, to the
final walk through.

We believe in educating our customers, so that
together, we can determine the most suitable products
to use for your remodeling project. Our intention

is to build value and equity in your most valuable
possession, your home. Come in and ask for the “cost
vs. value report” and help quantify the benefits of a
kitchen or bath remodel. We sell a variety of cabinet
lines that cater to all styles and budgets, countertops
to enhance any décor, custom built-in units and
casework, beautiful specialty wood flooring products,
and a host of decorative hardware fixtures and
accessories for nearly every room of your home.

Kitchen Encounters is a member of the Lancaster
County B.L.A., The Lancaster County Chamber of
Commerce, The Better Business Bureau (BBB), the
National Wood Flooring Association and the National
Kitchen and Bath Association. We adhere to all of
the policies and standards of professionalism that
these organizations require for membership. Kitchen
Encounters can help you with any project. We want
you to benefit from our network of knowledgeable
contractors. Kitchen Encounters’ honest and
conscientious business partners are sure to make
your renovation a success. We stand behind all of our
work and know that you will be pleased with the level
of commitment we bring to every project we do.

conventions. Unfortunately, in most cases that means sacri-

ficing “living” space within the kitchen itself. Even though for
a lot of people, that’s the room they find themselves “living”

in the most.

As a result of lack of space, kitchen remodeling, expansions
and additions in particular, are becoming necessary improve-
ments for aligning lifestyle with the flexibility the kitchen can
offer a large family. This potential for increasing quality of life

R&A MAGAZINE - SUMMER 2013 - 11



and comfort in the most important room of the home, was
the basis for our homeowners’ decision to add on. The design
process involved a series of consultations that addressed
these needs as well as the possibilities the existing structure
had. Where, how large, and what shape the addition and the
existing space would eventually be, were discussed to help
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determine what would fit the budget and still accomplish all

of their goals. In some cases this is as simple as erecting a

rectangular extension off the back of the home to increase the

square footage of the kitchen. However in this case, because

of the presence of mainly right angles and boxes as the pri-

mary lines of the existing rear fagade, the homeowners and
| decided to create some interest
and variation to the simplicity of
the existing back elevation by incor-
porating 45 degree angles to the
corners of the addition. This basic
design technique helped in many
ways to define the interior layout,
and create the zones that allowed
the new kitchen to act as a living
space. From the outside, it soft-
ened the potentially abrupt appear-
ance of yet another box, jutting out
from the back of the house.

On the inside, the angled walls

in the back, created a large open
space in the center of the kitchen
that begged for a substantial island
for seating, preparation, and clean
up; while maintaining intimacy

with those sharing the space. With
seating for seven, and plenty of

www.lancasterkitchens.net

www.paragondesignandconstruction.com



counter space, this island is ideal for accommodating large
groups of people comfortably. Simultaneously, the perim-
eter walls served multiple purposes as well. Part of them
serve the functional aspects of cooking and storing food.
While the rest of the outer walls serve as “living” space.

An adequate desk space, and a large bench for lounging,
face the yard and are grounded by windows that allow one
to see through the kitchen to the outside. These features
help produce the feelings of peace and togetherness that
we all want to associate with our homes. Having addressed
the fundamental design elements that were lacking in the
smaller, original kitchen, our attentions turned to the aes-
thetic.

Transitional design has become one of the most popular
styles to evolve in recent years, and its clean lines coupled
with subtle decorative elements, suits those seeking a
refined look while maintaining an environment that is com-
fortable, uncluttered and unobtrusive. Transitional forgoes
the decorative embellishments and excessive detail that
more traditional design embodies. Cabinet doors have
fewer lines and contours, molding shapes are more grace-
ful and less busy. Combined with modern stainless steel
appliances and tile backsplashes that are void of complex,
random patterns; the transitional kitchen is an ideal mar-
riage of style and functionality.
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Our philosophy when remodeling is to provide the quality of
life benefits that improving your home can offer. Kitchens
are a great place to start! They are the hub of our homes,
and have the best potential for magnifying these benefits
on a daily basis. It's no coincidence that the #1 project
realtors suggest to sellers, and the #1 project buyers look
for having been done by previous owners, is the kitchen re-
model. Even updating the existing space can yield massive
benefits. For some people, the additional space needed to
improve the kitchen, already exists in a rarely used dining,
or formal living room. This too is a popular trend among
homeowners who are looking for a more intermediary cost
to improve. No matter what your situation, there are count-
less options to add functionality and beauty to the most
dynamic of rooms. Don’t be afraid to prioritize how you live
in your home on a daily basis when deciding if sacrificing
other spaces is prudent from a resale standpoint. Take ad-
vantage of the time and space your house affords you now
and be confident in the fact that you are not alone in your
priority to live more comfortably in your kitchen. If designed
properly, it has the potential to transform your lifestyle in
positive ways that few other projects can match. More than
that, it's an improvement that can be shared with loved
ones. The kitchen personifies the core of what our homes
are; places to create warm memories year after year.
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Valances Draperies Sheers Blinds Shades Bed Ensembles Pillows

pecializing in Window Treatments and Home Decor!

We can coordinate everything
for a complete home look including
room, walls and windows or just
give you a few ideas.

Ask us about the latest styles for:

* Draperies * Shutters * Accessories

* Valance * Blinds * Art / Mirrors

* Swags * Custom Bedding - Floral Designs

» Cornices * Reupholstery * Accent Furniture
* Sheers * Wall Coverings ° Lamps

* Shades * Gifts * Area Rugs

Stop in or call for an appointment:

717-354-2233
Join us on Showroom Hours:
FACEBOOK Mon thru Fri 10-5  Sat 10-2
for Special 1064 East Main St. (Rt. 23) Blue Ball, PA
Even@lSaIes

We'll take the Worry Out of Measuring
& Installing Your Window Treatments!
Don't ruin your investment. Let us take care of measuring and

installing your new window treatments!

Our friendly, professional designers will also gladly provide creative
recommendations and whole room tips for your home!
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