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Neither my husband nor I
have any experience in home
ownership but we'll be div-
ing in before long. Whether
we go for a new build or one
that needs renovating, we
both want a stunning and
functional home. It's been
suggested that we get help
from a professional interior
designer but before we do so,
what advice can you give us?

Now that you decided to bring on an
interior designer, my advice is the
earlier, the better!

Hiring an interior designer leads to

a smoother process and helps avoid
costly change orders later. The upfront
investment ensures your home’s
layout, lighting, and finishes align
seamlessly with your vision, ultimately
saving time and money. Designers
assist with space planning, ensuring
furniture fits harmoniously, lighting

is well-placed, and your home flows
efficiently.

While builders and architects focus
on structure and function, an interior
designer curates the aesthetics and
livability of your space. | bridge the
gap between design and construction,
ensuring materials, lighting, and fin-
ishes create a cohesive and elevated
environment.

To further assist you, here are some
things to keep in mind.

Common Mistakes. Not having a
clear vision or budget from the start
is a big mistake. Underestimating the
impact of lighting and materials can
also lead to a less functional space.
A well-designed home balances form
and function, ensuring comfort and
longevity.

Making a Cohesive Home Through-
out. Consistency is key. Selecting a
core color palette and material style
that flows from room to room creates

unity. Mixing finishes can add depth,
but they should complement each
other for a curated look.

Ensuring design choices remain
timeless. Focus on what you truly love
rather than following trends. If you're
drawn to a trend, incorporate it into
furniture, accessories, or paint so it
can be easily updated. Keep foun-
dational elements like cabinetry and
flooring classic and high-quality.

Harmony between the home’s inte-
riors and outdoor living spaces. Use
complementary materials, colors, and
textures. Large windows, sliding glass
doors, and covered patios extend the
living area, while outdoor elements
like fireplaces and seating enhance
the connection between indoor and
outdoor spaces.

The importance of views when de-
signing interiors. A well-framed view
elevates the entire space. Thoughtful
window placement, strategic furniture
arrangements, and complementary
color schemes integrate the outdoors
into your home’s aesthetic.

Well-designed space contributes

to one's well-being. Thoughtfully
designed spaces promote relaxation,
reflection, and connection. Whether
it's a serene bedroom retreat or a
spa-like bathroom, intentional design
enhances daily living and overall well-
being.

Additional elements to insider. Be-
yond aesthetics, integrate functional
and modern conveniences:

* Lighting controls: Smart systems

enhance ambiance and efficiency.

* Automated window shading:
Provides privacy and protects
furnishings.

* Flex spaces: Fitness rooms, spa
retreats, or entertainment areas
add versatility.

* Multi-Generational Living: A well-
designed in-law or next-gen suite
offers privacy and comfort for
extended family or guests.

ASK THE EXPERTS

Tight Budget...Prioritize! Focus on
high-impact areas like kitchens and
bathrooms. Invest in quality floor-
ing, cabinetry, and lighting, as these
elements define a home’s feel and
functionality.

Your home...a reflection of you. Your
home should tell your story! Personal
elements—artwork, heirloom furniture,
or meaningful textures—bring warmth
and individuality to your space.

Getting started. Define your needs
and inspirations, then schedule a con-
sultation with a designer to refine your
vision. A professional touch ensures
your home is as functional as it is
beautiful.

If you're ready to transform your
space, let’s create something inspiring
together. At Rineer Designs, we are
passionate about Crafting Sophisti-
cated Spaces that Inspire and Uplift.
Let’s bring your vision to life! We are a

full-service interior design firm based
in York specializing in creating cohe-
sive and thoughtfully designed spaces
for both residential and commercial
clients. | founded the business in
2009, drawing on my lifelong passion
for design, and transitioned it into a
full-service firm in 2019. Our recent
projects span a variety of styles and
scopes, including corporate offices;

a master suite addition and home
renovation; outdoor living space
design with a pavilion, fireplace, and
bar; a new modern home design; and
kitchen and bathroom renovations.
Each project reflects

our commitment to

“Crafting Sophisti-

cated Spaces That

Inspire and Uplift.”

Heather Rineer, NCIDQ

President and Director of Design
Rineer Designs LLC

WWW.RINEERDESIGNS.COM

717-332-1619

R&A MAGAZINE - SPRING 2025- 17



