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	 SPOTLIGHT
Featured Builder

Duff	Builders,	Inc.
(see ad  p. 31)

PROJECT	TRADE	PARTNERS

Ambiance	by	Adair	(see ad p. 46)

Brooklawn	Paving	LLC	(see ad p. 42)

Good’s	Masonry	(see ad p. 44)

GR	Mitchell	 (see ad p. 38)

J.G.	Baker	Inc.	(see ad p. 42)

Lanco	Mechanicals	(see ad p. 34)

M.	A.	Smoker	(see ad p. 34)

Martin	Appliance	(see ad p. 36)

Martindale	Propane	(see ad p. 44)

Peris	Heating	&	Cooling	,	Inc.	(see ad p. 40)

R&S	Painting		LLC (see ad p. 40)

The	Barnyard	Boys	(see ad p. 32)

Vintage	Wood	Flooring	LLC	(see ad p. 32)

D uff Builders was contacted in the winter of 2021 
by Jon and Susan, a couple planning to retire and 
move back to rural Lancaster County. They were 

interested in making some major changes to their recently 
purchased stone farmhouse. The original part of the home, 
which was built in 1770, along with an addition built in 
1866 and another in 2013, were all in very good condition.
 
The 2013 addition, built by the previous owner, was 
located on the side of the farmhouse and consisted of a 
dining room, bathroom, and laundry/mudroom. Jon and 
Susan, however, had a vision for a first-floor owner’s suite 
and an attached garage for improved accessibility as well 
as to further enhance the property’s charm. It was this 
2013 addition that they opted to modify and add onto.

In selecting Duff Builders, the couple had a well-respected 
Lancaster County builder who they felt would be a great fit 
in working with their Maryland-based architect and son-in-
law, Samuel Englehart. As you’ll learn from Jon and Susan, 
that initial assessment of Duff was right on.

First -Floor  Living
making way for

Duff Builders spent a lot of 
time early in the process 
understanding our needs. 

Joe Duff Sr. met with us first at the 
office and then onsite to offer his 
suggestions on site plan, layout, and 
materials. He seemed really interested 
in making sure that we would have 
a high-quality outcome that would 
fit our needs and complement the 
existing house.

Homeowners, Jon & Susan

“
The property’s steep incline posed a major obstacle for 
the plan to build an attached garage. Adding to the chal-
lenge was a large agricultural storage building obstructing 
the only feasible location for a driveway. Thus, they had 
to make the difficult decision of demolishing the storage 
structure to make way for a paved, winding driveway lead-
ing up to the future garage location. 

The project faced several additional challenges as well. 
Some of the newer addition space, which housed the 
laundry/mudroom, had to be partially demolished due 
to its unsuitability with the new owner’s suite and garage 
plans. Duff also had to move and reconstruct a very large 
stone retaining wall to accommodate the new footprint 
while leaving a 7-foot clearance for lawn mower access to 
the portion of the property that would have been otherwise 
landlocked. The geothermal lines out of the house also 
posed a challenge and had to be carefully dug around—ex-
posing them since they were now going to travel through 
the crawl space of the addition.

One of the main design challenges was determining how 
to place the garage against the addition without walking 
through the owner’s suite to access the remainder of the 
house. After much discussion and input from their architect, 
it was decided to provide a hallway from the garage across 
the front of the addition to the newly refurbished dining area 
in the existing house. The long stretch of windows in the 
hallway facing the front of the property fills the space with 
natural light. A corner of the long, oversized dining room was 
transformed into a beautiful and functional pantry that fea-
tures a custom, sliding barn door and a built-in coffee niche, 
which was created by closing in an interior window. The origi-
nal powder room was able to remain in its place at the end of 
the newly constructed hallway, requiring only a facelift. 

Duff Builders custom designed and built an entryway alcove 
with repurposed wood for the bench, vintage coat hooks, and 
storage cubbies, providing a convenient place to sit down 
and remove shoes when entering the house from the garage. 
The new laundry room features custom cabinetry along with 
a folding and hanging area, while the expansive owner’s 

BEFORE



bedroom, accessed through double doors, 
occupies the area that was formerly the 
laundry/mudroom. The walk-in closet and 
the spacious owner’s bath which features 
a custom vanity and a large curbless tile 
shower, are located at the rear of the addi-
tion, between the bedroom and the garage.

To achieve a unified 
look between the 
new addition and 
the old farmhouse, 
salvaged doors and 
vintage knobs were 
used along with 
farmhouse-inspired 
planks on the hall-
way ceilings and the 
tray ceiling of the 
bedroom. All of the 
floors in the addi-
tion and existing home were replaced with 
reclaimed white and red oak planks from 
Barnyard Boys and installed and finished by 
Vintage Wood Flooring. Barnyard Boys also 
built the sliding barn door on the pantry 
and provided reclaimed wood shelves for 
the coffee niche. 

Moving to the ex-
terior, the siding of 
the original home’s 
dining room was re-
painted to match the 
new addition. Also, 
new shutters with 
authentic replicated 
hardware to match 
those on the existing 
home were installed. 
To enhance the 
porch on the brick 

patio, new double doors, wood tongue and 
groove boards, and pendant lighting were 
installed.

In looking at the following pages, it may be 
helpful to orient yourself to the floor plans to 
the left. Enjoy the tour!
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The Duff team was very willing to work closely with us and our architect, Sam 
Englehart, putting together multiple iterations of design before we finalized 
any decisions. We discussed our needs/wants with Sam first, sent Sam’s 

conceptual drawings to Duff and then Ray Horning at Duff drew those plans to 
scale. By the time construction began, we could visualize the project exceptionally 
well. We felt lucky to have had Sam’s guidance on design decisions, and Ray’s ability 
to show us both 2D and 3D renderings of those decisions took 99.9% of the guess 
work out of our design. Homeowners, Jon & Susan

“
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CUSTOM PREFINISHING     │     NEW INSTALLATION     │     SANDING & FINISHING      
PaWoodFloors.com

Whether your vision embraces the timeless allure of rustic reclaimed wood 
or the sleek elegance of ultra-modern flooring or something in-between, 
our mission is to transform your dream space into a tangible reality. From 
meticulously tailored prefinishing options to on-site installations that are 
sanded and finished to perfection. Our commitment to employing top-notch 
craftsmanship and utilizing high-quality products ensures that your project 
will stand out, leaving a lasting impression. 

M5

740 Nottingham Road • Peach Bottom, PA 17563
Toll Free 877-548-8855 • Office 717-548-5000 • Fax 717-548-2268 

www.barnyardboys.com

BARNYARD BOYS

RECLAIMED BARN WOOD,  
MATERIALS & HOME DECOR 
We specialize in reclaimed lumber, antiques and architectural items, custom barn doors,  
furniture, and flooring from salvaged and reclaimed materials.

Demolition 
& Salvage
Experts in Removing 
and Recycling Old Barns

Architectural 
Antiques & 
Primitives

Custom  
Farm House 

Tables &  
Furniture

Reclaimed  
Wood

Mantles, Beams,  
Boards, Flooring

VISIT OUR  
SHOWROOM!

Hardwood Flooring Material, Custom Sliding Barn Door: 
THE BARNYARD BOYS 

Hardwood Flooring Installation:  
VINTAGE WOOD FLOORING LLC

In addition to their Maryland-based architect, Samuel 
Englehart, the homeowners would like to acknowledge the 
guidance they received from their Indiana-based interior 
designer, Kip Farmer of Evansville, who assisted in various 
selections including the tile, lighting and paint colors.



34 - R&A MAGAZINE  SUMMER 2023

RAISING THE STANDARD IN 
QUALITY AND SERVICE EXCELLENCE

Electrical / Plumbing
Water Conditioning
Electrical / Plumbing
Water Conditioning

717.733.1930   ▪   LancoMechanicals.com
Plumbing - New & Repair  │  Electric - New & Repair  │  Water Conditioning

W e are very pleased 
with the quality 
of the work. 

Duff made extra efforts to 
make sure that the addition 
complements the existing 
house. We did make a few 
changes in the scope which 
Duff Builders accommodated. 
The schedule did slip during 
construction for various 
reasons but when we were 
ready to move in to the house, 
the construction was complete 
and the house was ready for 
us. Duff kept us well informed 
and updated with regular 
communications.
 Homeowners, Jon & Susan 

“
Plumbing:	LANCO	MECHANICALS	

Drywall:		M.A.	SMOKER	INC.
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Kitchen	Appliances:
MARTIN	APPLIANCE

BROWNSTOWN
4216 Oregon Pike

717-859-3131

ALTOONA
433 Sabbath Rest Road

814-515-9516

CLEONA
308 W. Penn Avenue

717-273-7555

EPHRATA
1717 W. Main Street

717-733-7730

MYERSTOWN
740 E. Lincoln Avenue

717-866-7555

NEW PROVIDENCE
2318 Beaver Valley Pike

717-786-7373

READING
4850 Perkiomen Avenue

610-401-0390

The Martin Companies
If you are in the market for APPLIANCES, FURNITURE, MATTRESSES or better quality WATER at your tap, the Martin 
Companies are ready to assist in fi nding the right solution to fi t your needs. Should you have a need for parts or in-home service, 
we feature the largest appliance and water treatment service department in our market area. Martin Appliance, Martin Water 
Conditioning, and Martin Furniture & Mattress are family-owned and operated. We look forward to the opportunity to serve you!

Our goal is to make each customer who calls or walks through our doors a TRULY SATISFIED CUSTOMER,
serving you the same way we would want to be served with friendly, prompt, professional service.

Our goal is to make each customer who calls or walks through our doors a Our goal is to make each customer who calls or walks through our doors a Our goal is to make each customer who calls or walks through our doors a 

Celebrating 50 Years
of bringing you QUALITY PRODUCT SELECTIONS

with a reputation for OUTSTANDING SERVICE after the sale.

martinsappliance.com             martinfurniturepa.com             martinwater.com
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A lthough Duff’s entire team of 
sub-contractors did high-end 
professional work, we’d like 

to single out Vintage Wood Flooring 
who installed reclaimed barn wood 
floors not only in the addition but 
also in the first floor of the existing 
house. We are very pleased with 
the appearance of the floor and the 
quality of the installation. Everyone 
who has seen the floors comments on 
how beautiful they are. We worked 
primarily with Christian Beiler who 
we knew we could trust from the 
minute we met him. He is a true 
artist in his craft.
	 Homeowners,	Jon	&	Susan

“

Framing and Trim Materials:
GR MITCHELL

HVAC: 
PERIS HEATING & COOLING, INC.

Paintiing:
R&S PAINTING LLC

Every 
successful 

remodel begins 
with a purpose, 
a plan, and the 
best building 

materials 

14 Beaver Valley Pike, Willow Street, Pa | 717-464-2999 | GRMitchell.com

- Custom Millwork -

- Cabinetry & Countertops -

- Decking & Railings -

- Windows & Doors -

Full-Page-Bleed.indd   1 7/10/2023   12:49:03 PM
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717.684.5175   │   PerisHC.com

Serving Lancaster County
since 2002

HEATING  ▪  COOLING  ▪  AIR QUALITY  ▪  EMERGENCY SERVICES  ▪  SERVICE PLANS

717.314.0650Free Estimates Insured

R & S  PAINTING LLC
Residential & Commercial │ Interior & Exterior │ Drywall Repair 

Trim Work │ Deck Staining & Repair │ Pressure Washing



74 
years

Owner (3rd generation) - Andy Baker
Manheim  │  PA077542

CELLARS  ▪  GRADING  ▪  DUMPTRUCKS
INDUSTRIAL, RESIDENTIAL & FARM WORK
717.665.5981 (o)     │     jgbaker@dejazzd.com     │    717.587.4472 (c)

J.G. BAKER INC.
E XCAVAT I N G

Paving:	BROOKLAWN	PAVING,	LLC	

Excavation:		J.G.	BAKER	INC.
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Martindale Propane Inc.

Serving Lancaster, Lebanon & Berks counties since 1992

251 Commerce Drive • New Holland PA

717.354.6255
Contractor Registration # PA023863

Propane tanks can be a thing of beauty.
Since propane is environmentally friendly, the tanks are 

perfect for storing underground, which can be done  
safely and easily. Even above-ground tanks can be 

 fenced and landscaped for aesthetics. 

Members of the PA Propane Gas Assoc. & the National Propane Gas Assoc.

Serving Lancaster 
and the Surrounding Counties

PA145897

Masonry Services...You Can Trust
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

717-413-9168      ▪      GoodsMasonry.com

Block	Foundation	&	Brick	Pavers:	
GOOD’S	MASONRY	

Propane:	
MARTINDALE	PROPANE
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Duff Builders was instrumental in helping us achieve 
our goal of adding a beautiful addition and we 
couldn’t be more pleased with the results. Duff and 

their team of sub-contractors were always professional 
and a real pleasure to work with. 	
	 Homeowners,	Jon	&	Susan“

When Duff Builders, Inc. contracts to build or remodel a home, you are getting experience that 
dates back to when Joe Duff was five years old. His father was a builder and allowed young Joe to 
help pound nails into drywall, marking x’s where the nails should go. His father always took the 
time to work along with Joe. 

Joe began his own business in his home in Holtwood in 1979. Within the year, he had built his first 
house. In 1991, the volume of business made it necessary to relocate to the Willow Street area. 

Looking back, Joe is proud of how much his company has grown into a successful business. Joe 
attributes much of his success to having a team of expert craftsmen and top-notch office staff.

Joining the company several years ago were both his daughter, Laura, and son, Joe Duff IV. All 
three know the importance of family in business and strive to apply those family values to every 
meeting with a customer.The way dreams are built.

Staging: AMBIANCE BY ADAIR

JOE DUFF, III, Owner
Spending his childhood helping his father build homes and later apprenticing as a carpenter, Joe was able to realize his own dream when 
he founded Duff Builders in 1979 in the basement of his home. The fact that Joe has spent his whole life in this business, first starting off 
as a carpenter and working his way through all of the ins and outs of home construction—eventually focusing on the administrative, sales 
and design aspects of construction—gives their customers the important benefit of experience when choosing Duff Builders. Joe strives to 
understand what each customer is looking for while always considering their budget and vision of the project. Joe has two grown children, 
Laura and Joe, who also work in the company. He is a proud grandfather and enjoys spending his free time with his grandchildren and 
going to his cabin.

JOE DUFF, IV, Project Manager & Business Development
After many years helping out in the summers, Joe joined Duff Builders full time in 2003. As project manager, Joe’s role includes 
scheduling and overseeing subcontractors, laborers and materials for each job, in addition to maintaining an open line of communication 
with the homeowners.  He is passionate about making sure the products and materials utilized on a project reflect the character of their 
home. Joe’s ingenuity, problem-solving and talents have been appreciated by many homeowners throughout the years. Joe is married with 
2 young children, Annabelle and Penelope. His wife, Lauren, helps to manage the company’s social media and marketing. Together the 
family enjoys camping, hiking and renovating their historic farmhouse.

LAURA DUFF, Office Manager & Marketing Director
Laura started working at Duff Builders as early as 1992, however became a permanent team member in 2001. While some of her time 
is spent overseeing the daily office functions and marketing needs of the company, her primary role offers homeowners the support, 
research, design inspiration and feedback that is essential for successfully completing the material selection process. Laura is involved in 
estimating and tracking of change orders and allowances, ultimately providing homeowners with a detailed overview of their budget as the 
job progresses. Laura lives in Conestoga with her family. She enjoys relaxing in Florida and tackling creative projects.

A M B I A N C E
B Y  A D A I R

ambiancebyadair.com

Ambiance Thank You Card v01d.indd   2-3 8/9/18   2:27 PM

Interior Design & Home Staging

Where the Excitement Begins!

AmbianceByAdair.com

Left to Right:   Bobby Pierce, Melissa Sharpe, Joe Offidani, Joe Duff IV, Mary Ann Barnes, Joe Duff III, 
Laura Duff, Tony Giordano, Ray Horning


