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T wo of the most popular 
buzz phrases these days 
are “green” and “energy ef-
fi ciency”. In fact, they have 
become so much a part 

of our everyday lives that we, as a 
community, have become immune to 
them. Everyone and everything are 
“going green” and becoming “more 
energy effi cient”. You see it on hybrid 
buses, billboards, and even in pet 
food stores. 

Personally, I think it is commendable 
that we, as a society, are becom-
ing more environmentally conscious 
– that we want to conserve resources 
for future generations (and preserve 
our wallets, too). However, when talk-
ing energy effi ciency in your home, 
you need to use some common 
sense. There are many products and 
services out there that will indeed 
make your home more energy ef-
fi cient. But you need to ask yourself: 

Founded in 1994, Wheatland Custom Homes is a home builder and remodeler 
based in Ephrata. Wheatland has won numerous awards from both the Building 
Industry Association of Lancaster County and the Home Builders Association 
of Metro Harrisburg. Their most recent honor came at the 2008 Pennsylvania 
Parade of Homes, where they won 5 of 6 awards for their fi rst Energy Star 
home certifi ed green by the Green Communities Alliance. Wheatland builds 
green-certifi ed and ENERGY STAR®-qualifi ed homes in the Lancaster, Lebanon, 
Dillsburg, and Harrisburg areas.

Wheatland can conduct your home energy audit to help you determine what 
the most cost-effective improvements are for you. 
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Does it make sense right now? And 
will my return on investment truly be 
seen by me?

Common (dollars and) cents with a 
home energy audit
A home energy audit is the fi rst step 
any homeowner should take to evalu-
ate how much energy your home con-
sumes and 
what steps 
you can take 
to make your 
home more 
effi cient. 
The home 
energy audit 
will show you 
problems 
that may, 
when corrected, save you signifi cant 
amounts of money over time. The 
audit pinpoints where your house is 
losing energy, and what measures you 
can take to correct those problems.

A home energy audit 
is the fi rst step any 
homeowner should 
take...

The audit also determines the ef-
fi ciency of your heating and cooling 
systems, and may also show you ways 
to conserve hot water and electricity. 
You can perform the audit yourself, 
although I recommend you invest in a 
professional audit for this one reason 
alone: When completed by a profes-
sional, you’ll receive a report showing 

you exactly where 
you can make the 
most cost-effective 
improvement to 
your home.

A professional 
home auditor uses 
a variety of tech-
nologies to verify 
the home’s energy 

effi ciency. Auditors use blower doors 
and infrared cameras to determine 
leaks in the home’s envelope and in 
hard-to-detect areas where insulation 
is missing.

Tell-Tale Signs Your Home Needs Energy TLC
Is your home drafty, dusty, and uncom-
fortable? Do you have high energy bills? 
There are several signs your home 
gives to let you know it isn’t running at 
optimum effi ciency and now may be the 
time to conduct a home energy audit.

• High Energy Bills
• Mold, Mildew, or Musty Odors 
• Damp Basement
• Cold Floors in Winter 
• Drafty Rooms
• Dust
• Moisture on Windows
• Peeling Paint
• Hot or Cold Rooms 
• Dry Indoor Air in Winter 
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As an aside, if you are building a new 
home, you can qualify for the tax credit 
for geothermal heat pumps, photovol-
taics, solar water heaters, small wind 
systems, and fuel cells, but not the tax 
credits for windows, doors, insulation, 
roofs, HVAC, or non-solar water heaters.

While making your home energy 
effi cient is a commendable goal, it 
is important to realize the return on 
investment of each improvement you 
consider. When you take the results 

Common (dollars and) cents with 
home remodeling and additions
For those homeowners who are enter-
taining the idea of remodeling or build-
ing an addition to their homes, there 
are now several government 2009 tax 
credits available for home improve-
ments. These tax credits come from 
the stimulus bill (The American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act of 2009), 
signed into law by President Obama in 
February. Here is a summary: 

• Must be “placed in service” from 
January 1, 2009, through Decem-
ber 31, 2010. The IRS defi nes 
“placed in service” as when the 
property is ready for use.

• Must be for taxpayer's principal resi-
dence.

• The maximum total amount that 
can be claimed for all products 
placed in service in 2009 and 
2010 for most home improvements 
is $1,500, EXCEPT for geothermal 
heat pumps, solar water heaters, 
solar panels, fuel cells, and wind 
turbines, which are not subject to 
this cap. Credits for these improve-
ments are in effect through 2016.

• Must have a Manufacturer Certifi ca-
tion Statement to qualify, and for 
record keeping, save your receipts.

• Improvements made in 2009 must 
be claimed on your 2009 taxes.

of your professional home energy audit 
and the available tax credits into ac-
count, you’ll be able to make excellent 
decisions that will increase the com-
fort of your home and decrease the 
amount of money (and energy) going 
out the door.

For more information on improving 
your home’s energy effi ciency, visit 
www.WheatlandHomes.com.
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At Wheatland, each and every renovation and addition is created

closely with you every step of the way to insure that the elements
you desire are integrated into your new living space. Our service

TIMELESS ADDITIONS
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Break Down of Energy-Effi ciency Tax Credits
Products eligible for the tax credit for energy-effi ciency home im-
provements are broken into two categories.

1) Tax credits are available at 30% of the cost, up to $1,500 total, 
in 2009 and 2010 (for existing homes only) for:
• Windows and Doors;
• Insulation;
• Roofs (metal and asphalt);
• HVAC;
• Water Heaters (non-solar); and
• Biomass Stoves.

2) Tax credits are available at 30% of the cost, with no upper limit 
through 2016 (for existing homes and new construction) for:
• Geothermal Heat Pumps;
• Solar Panels;
• Solar Water Heater;
• Small Wind Energy Systems; and
• Fuel Cells.


